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To  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Ilminster  Urban  District 
Coun cil 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  1972. 

It  was  a healthy  year  in  Ilminster. 

The  town  continued  to  expand  and  become  more  prosperous. 

This  is  my  last  Annual  Report  to  the  Council.  I would  like 
to  thank  them  for  their  unfailing  courtesy  to  me  since  I 
joined  the  staff  in  1950. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.M.  McCall 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


Population 

Registrar  General  gives  the  population  of  Ilminster  for 
1972  as  3>770,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year.  The  density 
is  3«3  per  acre.  The  Rateable  Value  was  .£160,000  and  the 
product  of  a new  penny  rate  £1,466. 


Birth  Rate 

The  corrected  birth  rate  was  15 .4  per  thousand  compaired  with 
the  national  figure  of  14*8.  There  were  four  illegitimate  births; 
this  is  7J&  of  the  total  of  all  live  births. 


Death  Rate 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  9«9  per  thousand  compared  with  the 
national  figure  of  12.1.  Out  of  a total  of  48  deaths,  21  were 
due  to  heart  disease,  11  of  which  were  coronary  heart  disease. 
There  were  eight  deaths  due  to  strokes  and  seven  due  to  cancer. 
Appendix  A,  Table  3 shows  full  details  of  the  causes  of  death. 


Maternal 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1972. 


Stillbirths 

There  were  no  stillbirths  during  the  year. 


Infant  Mortality 

There  were  three  infant  deaths,  one  due  to  meningitis,  one  due 
to  hydrocephalus  and  one  due  to  an  accident. 


Social  Conditions 

There  was  little  change  in  the  mode  of  life  for  the  majoirty  of 
people  in  Ilminster  despite  the  continued  rise  in  the  cost  of  living. 
Ihe  most  dramatic  rise  was  in  the  cost  of  houses  which  reached  a 
level  well  beyond  the  resources  of  most  young  married  people. 


SECTION  B 

Gene ral  Provi si  on  of  ..Health  Services  in  the  Area 

The  health  services  provided  by  the  Somerset  County  Council  were 

unchanged  from  the  previous  year. 

The  child  welfare  clinic  continued  and  the  numbers  attending  were 
satisfactory. 

The  playgroups  were  full  with  a waiting  list. 

Appendix  B,  Table  1 gives  details  of  the  medical  inspections  I carried 
out  in  the  schools.  The  senior  children  now  leave  Ilminster  daily  for 
school  in  Crevkeme  and  they  were  given  their  medical  inspections  there. 
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SECTION 


C 


Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases  and  Other  Diseases 
There  was  only  one  case  of  measles  and  one  case  of  tuberculosis 
notified  during  1972, 

The  case  of  tuberculosis  was  a patient  about  fifty  yeans  old  and 
all  the  contacts  were  traced  and  seen  by  the  chest  physician.  No 
further  cases  occurred, 

I carried  out  my  routine  B.C.G.  programme  against  tuberculosis  in 
the  autumn.  Children  born  in  1959  were  those  offered  vaccination. 
I did  fourteen  children  at  Swanmead,  the  remainder  were  done  at 
C rev/kerne. 


SECTION  D 

Environmental  Health  Services 
A,  Sanitary  Circumstances 
Climatic  Conditions 

In  1972,  although  the  weather  was  equable,  spring  was  late  end 
summer  did  not  really  start  until  July,  Prom  then  on  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  sunshine  and  the  weather  continued  mild  until  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  provided  by  the  Wessex  ater  Board  was  generally 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

However,  the  source  of  supply  is  liable  to  become  discoloured  following 
heavy  rain  which  necessitates  repeated  pumping  out.  Sampling  was 
carried  out  regularly  by  the  Board  and  the  twelve  samples  taken  were 
all  satisfactory. 


Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  considerable  increase  in  building  in  Ilmin;  ter  has  placed  a 
great  strain  on  the  sewage  disposal  works  and  in  January  the  Council 
accepted  a recommendation  from  tire  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
that  Consulting  Engineers  be  instructed  to  prepare  a new  scheme  of 
sewerage.  Regular  sampling  was  carried  out  and  occasional  samples 
showed  that  the  permitted  tandard  of  effluent  was  being  exceeded 
despite  the  excellent  standard  of  maintenance  at  the  works.  To 
qdd  to  our  difficulties  there  was  considerable  vandalism  at  the  week-ends 
during  the  summer.  Sewerage  difficulties  are  bound  to  have  an  effect 
on  the  amount  of  housing  development  which  can  be  permitted  in  the 
town.  For  this  reason  the  Engineers  were  being  asked  to  report  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Refuse  Collection.  and  Disposal 

The  Council  continued  their  regular  weekly  collections.  Difficulty 
was  experienced  at  Chil worthy  where  the  tip  has  reached  the  end  of  its 
useful  life  and,  despite  every  effort,  we  cannot  find  an  alternative 
tip.  As  a result  certain  digging  and  filling  was  done  to  enable  us  to 
continue  dumping  at  Chilworthy.  This  was  an  expensive  item. 

Public  Conveniences 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  which  are  well  maintained  but  the 
one  at  the  recreation  ground  was  in  a poor  condition  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  recommended  the  construction  of  a completely  new 
convenience. 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2949509x 


Rodent  Control 

Our  part-time  rodent  control  operator  carried  out  regular 
test  baiting  of  Council  property  and  sewers  and  dealt  promptly 
with  complaints  of  private  residents.  Ho  serious  infestation 
was  reported  during  the  year. 


Caravan  Site 

There  is  one  registered  caravan  site  for  forty  vans.  The 
conditions  at  this  site  are  very  satisfactory.  The  owner,  who 
supervises  the  site  himself,  insists  on  a very  hi^i  standard. 

Swimming  Baths 

Two  schools  have  swimming  baths  which  are  maintained  satisfactorily 
in  accordance  with  the  guide  laid  down  by  the  County  Council. 

Nuisances 

Nuisances  of  various  kinds  arose  and  were  dealt  with  promptly 
by  the  Health  Department. 

B,  Factories  Act 

Details  of  the  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  shown  in  Appendix  D,  Table  1. 


C .  Office s_,__ ■-’hops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  at  a number  of  the  55  premises 
registered  under  this  Act  and  informal  action  was  taken  in  several 
cases  to  ensure  compliance. 


D.  Housing 

We  Council  did  not  build  any  houses  during  the  year  but  55  were 
erected  by  private  builders  who  had  a further  13  in  the  course  of 
erection.  The  Council  plans  to  build  a further  23  units  in  1974* 
In  the  meantime  the  housing  application  list  continues  to  grow 
and  there  were  a total  of  188  on  the  list  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
20  being  classified  as  urgent  bona  fide  cases. 

The  Council  continued  to  encourage  applications  for  both  Standard 
and  Discretionary  grants  and  approved  six  Standard  Grants  and  11 
Discretionary  grant  during  the  year. 


Inspection  and  Sujeeryisi on  of  Pood 


Milk 

Milk  sampling  was  carried  out  regularly  by  the  County  Health  Department. 
Thirty-seven  samples  were  examined  and  only  one  was  found  to  be  below 
standard.  This  retailer  was  visited  and  subsequent  samples  proved 
satisfactory. 


Ice  Cream 

Fifteen  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream. 
Seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year:  all  were  in  provisional 
Grade  I . 


Meat 

^here  are  two  private  slaughter  houses  in  the  town.  One  hundred  per 
cent  meat  inspection  was  given  and  details  are  shown  in  Appendix  D, 
table  3. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

There  are  41  premises  registered  under  these  Regulations.  Forty-two 
visits  were  made.  Informal  action  was  taken  to  bring  about  compliance 
with  the  Regulations. 


- 4 - 


■ 


'■ 


' 


' 

••  • ’ 

' 

- 


• v 


, : > 


' 


■' 


. 


APPENDIX  A,  TABLE  1 


Registrar  General* s estimate  of  population  mid  1972  ....  ....  .... 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1972  according  to  the  Rate  Book 
Rate ab  1 e T'A il ue  ....  ....  .... 
Sume  represented  by  a penny  rate  ....  ....  .... 
1 ~re  a ....  ....  .... 


APPENDIX  A,  TABLE  2 


BlRTI  RATE  15.4  per  1,000  Comparability  Factor 


M 

F 

Total 

Live  Births 

Total 

28 

31 

59 

Legitimate 

26 

29 

55 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Stillbirths 

Total 

_ 

— 

— 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

under  1 year 

Legitimate 

1 

2 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

— 

2 

2 

under  4 weeks 

Legitimate 

- 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Deaths  of  Infants 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

under  1 week 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

— 
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3,770 
1,400 
£160,000 
£1,466 
531  acres 
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APPENDIX 


DEATH  RATE  9.9  per  1,000  Total  Under  Under  Comparability  Factor  O.78 

Sex  All  ages  4 wks.  1 yr.  1-  5-  1 5-  25-  35-  45-  55-  65-  75+ 


Cancer  of  Stomach  M 1 

F 

Cancer  of  Intestine  M 

F 1 

Cancer  of  Lung,  Bronchus  M 1 

F 

Cancer  of  Breast  F 1 

Cancer  of  Other  Sites  M 2 

F 1 

Benign  & Unspecified  M - 

Cancer  F 1 

idningitis  M 

F 1 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  M 1 

System  F 1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  M 6 

F 5 

Other  Forms  of  Heart  M 3 

Sys  tem  F 5 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  M 6 

F 2 

Other  Diseases  of  M 2 

Circulatory  System  F 1 

Other  Diseases  of  M 

Respiratory  System  F 1 

Diseases  of  Musculo-  M - 

Skeletal  System  F 1 

Congenital  Anomalies  M - 

F 1 

Symptoms  & Ill-Defined  M 

Conditions  F 1 

Accidents  other  than  M 1 

Motor  Vehicle  F 


- 1 


1 


1 


1 


1 - 


1 

1 


- 1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 


M 25-1 
F 23  2 


1 4 10  9 
- 4 5 12 
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APPENDIX 


B 


TABLE 


1 


Name  of  School 

No . on 

No , in- 

Date  of 

Children 

Children 

Rate  of 

RoTT" 

spected 

Medical 

having 

having 

last  dental 

Inspection 

milk 

dinner 

inspection 

G-reenfylde 

306 

182 

10/11/12/ 

15.5.72 

50.71^o 

90.75^o 

23.9.71 

Sv/anmead 

294 

173 

28/29/30/ 

6.72 

3.7.72 

- 

75.05/ 

20.9.71 

APPENDIX  C . TABLE  1 
Infectious  Diseases 


Measles  1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis..  1 


C ses  Notified 


Under  Age 

1 yr.  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5  5-9  10-14  15-19  20-34  35-44  45-54  55-64  65+  Unkown 

-easles  1 


Age  Jlr  ouj> 

- 1 

1-5 
5-15 
15  - 25 
25  - 35 
35  - 45 
45  - 55 
55  - 65 
65  + 


Respiratory 
M F 


Tuberculosis 

Non-Respir-;  tory 
M F 


M 


Non -Respiratory 
M F 
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APPENDIX  D,  TABLE  1 
Facto_ries_  Act , 1961 


No.  on  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 

Register  Inspect-  Written  occupiers 

ions  Notices  prosecuted 


(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6,  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

5 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authority- 

26 

(Hi) 

Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
Outworker ' s pre mis  es ) 

7 

1 


38  1 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  Nil 
Cases  in  which  defects  were  remedied  Nil 
No.  of  Outworkers  (Sections  133  & 134)  14 
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APPENDIX 


TABLE 


HOUSING 


Action  taken  during  year 

1. 


2. 


No. of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Area  for  which 
Orders  are  still  to  be  made 

No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  which  have  been  patched  for 
temporary  accommodation  under  Section  1+8  of  the  Housing  Act,  1937 


3.  No.  of  houses  closed  or  demolished  under  Section  1+2  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1957  (Clearance  Areas) 

4.  Housing  Act  1957  (Section  17  - Individual  Unfits) 

No.  of  houses  lost:  (i)  (a)  houses  demolished 

(b)  houses  closed 

(ii)  For  other  purposes  (road  improvements  etc.) 

5.  No.  of  temporary  dwellings  (huts,  etc.)  demolished 

6.  No.  of  houses  declared  unfit  under 

(i)  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 
(ii)  Section  72  of  the  Housing  Act,  1969 

7.  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year 

8.  No.  of  unfit  houses  occupied  under  licence 

9.  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  (Housing  Acts,  1961  to  1969 

10.  Reconditioning  of  condemned  houses  - exclusion  from  Clearance/ 
Demolition  Orders  (Housing  Act,  196l) 

11.  Substitution  of  Closing  Order  for  Demolition  Order  (Housing  Act,  196l) 
Action  taken 

12.  Housing  Act,  1969  Section  28,  General  Improvement  -areas  - 
No.  of  Areas  so  defined 

13 . Housing ^Act ^ 1957  - Slum  Clearance 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1. 

Part 

a.  Houses  in  areas  to  be  declared 

1973 

Nil 

1974 

Nil 

1975 

Nil 

1976 

Nil 

III 

b.  Houses  to  be  cleared 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

2. 

Part 

II 

Houses  likely  to  be  subject  to  demolition 
or  closing  orders 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Remarks  Council  policy  is  one  of  improvement  rather  than 
closure  and  demolition. 


14.  Housing  Act.  , 1964.  An y action  taken  during  year 


Nil 
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Houses 

erected 

Houses  in 

course 

Gained  from 

Lost  from 

during 

year 

of 

erection 

conversion 

conversion 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For 

Other 

Pur~r 

poses 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For 

Other 

Pur- 

poses 

of  large 
houses  or 
buildings 
into  flats 
or  dwellings 

of  two  or 
more  house 
into  one 

Local  Authority 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Private  Hnterprise 

Nil 

55 

Nil 

13 

2 

Number  of  Post-War  Houses  erected  from 
1st  April,  1945  to  list  Devember,  1972 


By  Priv_ate_  1’nter prise 

37  5 


Future  Housing  Programme  (if  known)  - Programme  Pore cast 

1973 

1974  23  units  at  Higher  Mead,  Orchard  Vale,  Ilminster 

1975 

1976 

(a)  No.  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  (i)  Prefabs  Nil 

(ii)  Huts,  etc.  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  Nil 


Housejs  required 


(i)  Po  replace  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  Nil 

(ii)  To  abate  overcrowding  Nil 

(iii)  For  other  purposes  Not  known 

(iv)  Applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  year 

(a)  Urgent  bona  fide  cases  20 

(b)  Applications  for  old  people’s  dwellings  6? 

(c)  Others  106 


Total  applications  ]38 


- 10  - 


■ 

. 

■ 


. 

-i 


'• 


* 


Number  of 
Permanent 
Dwellings  in 
District  as 
at  31.12.71 


Gained  r_n  , Lost 

aT Erected  / |°  a/  > Le  ss  ho  ises 

b)  Conversion  va>  + v / a)  Demolished 


c)  Council  houses 
sold  to  P.E. 
during  1972 


b)  Close  I 

c)  Sold  during 
1972 

d)  Conversion 


Permanent 
L re  ] Lings  in 
LStrict  as 
a a 31.12.72 


A 

B 

C 

A 

B 

n 

. j 

D 

L.A. 

437 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

437 

Nil 

- 

5 

- 

432 

P.E. 

910 

55 

2 

5 

972 

Nil 

2 

- 

1 

969 

Totals 

1347 

55 

2 

5 

1049 

Nil 

2 

5 

1 

1401 

OLD  PEOPLE’S  DWELLINGS 


Total  Number  erected  to  31*12.72 


Number  in  Course  of  Erection 


Y/i th  County 
Council  Aid 


Wit hout  County 
Council  Aid 


With  County 
Council  Aid 


Without  County 
Council  Aid 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


Grants  by  Local  Authorities  to  Private  Owners 

Lumber  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local  Authority  during  year 


Received  Approved 

Applications  No.  of  Dwellings  Applications  Ko.  of  Dwellings 

1.  Discretionary 

Grants  11  12  11  12 

2.  Standard  Grants 
3*  Special  Grants 


6 


6 


6 


6 


. 


APPENDIX  D,  TABLE  3 


MEAT 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  C0nde_rm_e_d  in  whole  or  in 
Part  during  year 


No.  killed  (if  known) 

Cattle 

excluding 

cows 

627 

Cows 

51 

Calves 

149 

She  ep 
and 
Lambs 
4272 

Pigs 

393 

Horses 

No.  inspected 

627 

51 

149 

4272 

393 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  & Cysticerci 

Vhole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  or  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

113 

34 

6 

132 

12 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease-^g  022/’ 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

66.66% 

6.71% 

3.371% 

3.053% 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

..hole  carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  vdth 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.308^ 

— 

Cystercosis 

Car cases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

height  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for: 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

142 

- 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Other 

1442 

622 

158 

636 

38 

- 

Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

1442 

622 

158 

636 

180 

- 
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